Elytra , Tokyo , 26 (2): 373-377, November 15, 1998 


New or Little-known Elateridae (Coleoptera) from Japan, XXXIX 

Hitoo Ohira 

Kitsuneyama 6^4, Maigi-cho, Okazaki, 444-3511 Japan 


Abstract Two new species of elaterid beetles are described and illustrated from 
Okinawa-honto Is. of the Ryukyu Islands. They are named Quasimus hiroyoshii and Qua- 
simus okinawensis , both belonging to the subfamily Negastriinae. 


In the present study, I am going to describe two new species of the elaterid genus 
Quasimus Gozis, 1886 from Okinawa-honto Is. of the Ryukyu Islands. The holotype 
of each species to be described in this paper are preserved in the collection of the 
National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo. 

Before going further, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Shun-Ichi 
Ueno of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo, for his reading the manu¬ 
script and giving me useful suggestions, and to Mr. Hiroyoshi Hiramatsu of Waka¬ 
yama for his kindness in offering the specimens used in this study. 


Quasimus hiroyoshii sp. nov. 

(Fig. 1 A-K) 

Male. Length 1.8-2.Omm, width about 0.8-0.9mm. Body broad and subovate, 
moderately convex above; black and shining except for 2nd and 3rd segments of an¬ 
tennae (remaining segments blackish brown) and tarsi of legs (femora and tibiae dusky 
brown) which are more or less orange yellow. Vestiture cinereous, short and semide- 
cumbent on elytra, longer and decumbent on pronotum. 

Head gently convex between eyes, weakly depressed at subvertical portion be¬ 
tween antennae; surface rather minutely and evenly punctate (Fig. 1 E); clypeal margin 
well ridged and rounded at middle (Fig. 1 ET). Antenna rather short, with the tip a lit¬ 
tle shorter than posterior angle of pronotum; basal segment robust and subovate, 2nd 
subcylindrical, 3rd subtriangular and clearly shorter than 2nd (Fig. 1 F), 4th to 10th im¬ 
perfectly serrate. 

Pronotum subtrapezoidal, clearly wider than its length, with sides weakly sinuate 
just before posterior angles, thence weakly rounded and gradually convergent towards 
anterior angles (Fig. 1 G); disc rather gently convex, evenly and moderately densely 
punctate, but the punctures become sparser on summit (Fig. 1 H); posterior angles, 
short, pointed posteriorly (Fig. 1 K). Prosternal process rather short and clearly sinuate 
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Fig. 1. Quasimus hiroyoshii sp. nov., male (Okinawa-honto Is.).-A, Holotype; B, scutellum; C, 

prosternal process, lateral aspect; D, right metasternal carinae; E, head and clypeal margin, dorsal as¬ 
pect; F, 2nd to 4th segments of left antenna; G, pronotum, dorsal aspect; H, some punctures on the 
disc of pronotum; I, apical portion of lateral lobes of aedeagus, ventral aspect; J, same, median lobe; 
K, right posterior angle of pronotum. 


near the tip when viewed from lateral side (Fig. 1 C). Scutellum broad and flattened, 
with ring-like carination subtriangular and obtusely pointed at apex (Fig. 1 Bt). 

Elytra about 1.7 times as long as their basal width, with sides almost parallel in 
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basal halves, thence rounded and gradually convergent towards apices which are nor¬ 
mally rounded; striae indistinct; right metasternal carinae of metasternum as illustrated 
(Fig. 1 D). 

Aedeagus (ventral aspect) as illustrated; median lobe elongate and constricted 
near apex which is obtusely pointed apically (Fig. 1 J); each lateral lobe narrow, gradu¬ 
ally narrowing towards minutely pointed apex (Fig. 1 I). 

Female. Very similar to male and difficult to distinguish from the latter without 
examination of genital apparatus. 

Holotype: <3, Mt. Yonaha-dake in Okinawa-honto Is., 2-V-1978, H. Hiramatsu 
leg. Paratypes: 4exs., same locality as for the holotype, 2—3-V-1978, H. Hiramatsu 
leg.; 2exs., Mt. Ara-dake on Kume-jima Is., 8-V-1978, H. Hiramatsu leg. 

Distribution. Okinawa-honto Is. and Kume-jima Is. of the Ryukyu Islands, 
Japan. 

This new species is somewhat allied to Q. ovalis (Candeze, 1873) from Japan 
(Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu), but can be distinguished from the latter by the smaller 
body, yellowish 2nd and 3rd segments of antennae and tarsi of legs, clearly different 
shape of ring-like carination of scutellum, and elongate median lobe of aedeagus. 


Quasimus okinawensis sp. nov. 

(Fig. 2 A-I) 

Male. Length 1.8mm, width about 0.5 mm. Body moderately elongate, almost 
parallel-sided and gently convex above; black and shining except for 2nd and 3rd seg¬ 
ments of antennae and tibiae and tarsi of legs more or less yellow to orange yellow; 
vestiture cinereous and semidecumbent. 

Head gently convex between eyes, weakly depressed at subvertical portion be¬ 
tween antennae; surface moderately densely and evenly punctate (Fig. 2 D); clypeal 
margin well ridged and weakly prolonged downwards at middle (Fig. 2 Df). Antenna 
rather short, with the tip hardly reaching posterior angle of pronotum; basal segment 
robust and subovate, 2nd subcylindrical, 3rd subtriangular and a little shorter than 2nd, 
4th almost as long as 2nd (Fig. 2 E), 4th to 10th imperfectly serrate. 

Pronotum subtrapezoidal, clearly wider than its length including posterior angles, 
with sides weakly sinuate just before posterior angles, thence slightly rounded and 
gradually convergent towards anterior angles (Fig. 2 F); disc dome-like, moderately 
densely and evenly punctate, but the punctures become sparser in median longitudinal 
area (Fig. 2 G); posterior angles short, pointed posteriorly. Scutellum longer than width 
across base, with ring-like carination trapezoidal (Fig. 2 BT). 

Elytra about 1.8 times as long as their basal width, with sides almost parallel in 
basal halves, thence rounded and gradually convergent towards apices which are nor¬ 
mally rounded; striae indistinct; left metasternal carinae of metasternum as illustrated 
(Fig. 1 C). 

Aedeagus (ventral aspect) as illustrated; median lobe rather short, gradually con- 
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Fig. 2. Quasimits okinawensis sp. nov., male (Okinawa-honto Is.).-A, Holotype; B, scutellum; C, 

left metasternal carinae; D, head and clypeal margin, dorsal aspect; E, 2nd to 4th segments of right an¬ 
tenna; F, pronotum, dorsal aspect; G, some punctures on the disc of pronotum; H, apical portion of 
aedcagus, ventral aspect; I, same (enlarged). 


verging towards obtusely rounded apex (Fig. 2 H); each lateral lobe narrow and sub- 
cylindrical (Fig. 21). 

Female. Very similar to male and difficult to distinguish from the latter without 
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examination of genital apparatus. 

Holotype: 6, Nakaza in Okinawa-honto Is., 12-V-1978, H. Hiramatsu leg. 
Paratypes: 7 exs., same locality and date as for the holotype. 

Distribution. Okinawa-honto Is. of the Ryukyu Islands, Japan. 

This new species is very similar to Q. takahashii Miwa, 1934 from the Yaeyama 
Islands (Ishigaki-jima, Iriomote-jima and Yonaguni-jima) of the Ryukyu Islands, but 
can be distinguished from the latter by the shorter antennae and clearly different shape 
of the aedeagus. 
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